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Digitalization of Public Medical Insurance and Patients Data Protection in Germany

— Focussing on Patientssovereignty and the Lessons for Japan —

Abstract

Digitalization of Public Medical Insurance in Germany started by Health Modernization Act of 2003,
which intended to introduce IC-Insurance Card from 2006. The Operation of this new system,
however, was refused by German Medical Association and stagnated for years. It was then
gradually accepted, and since 2015 this Card has become the only means of certificating eligibility
for the insured.

Further powerful digitalization in health care followed under the grand coalition government of
CDU/CSU and SPD with the Minister for Health, Mr.Spahn since 2018.

During this legislative period until 2021, new laws passed by the Parliament, the most important of
which is the Patients-Data-Security-Act of 2020. This regulated a number of precise articles
regarding personal data protection under the principle of patientssovereignty. Its main objective 1is
also to introduce the digital patients files which enable the digital network among different medical
suppliers under the control of the patients. This totally new phase will still take time to be accepted
by the public, but the powerful development is to be observed and gives important lessons for

Japan.
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